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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore . 


—ov0000— ‘ 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
trom the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaot, to the 
Yellow Bonze, at Japan! 


TRIUMPH OF THE GENIUS OF LIBEL.—MURRAY AND 
SHARPE METAMORPHOSED INTO CARLILE’S SHOPMEN, 


Who, my yellow friend, that has read the eulogies of 
those two mighty personages, Sharpe and Murray, in 
the Slop-pail, the Post, and the Courier, could have an- 
ticipated the degradation they were destined to undergo! 
Who could have imagined that they would ever have 
cewered down under the Genius of Libel, and become 
even instrumental servants of his sway? Yet sq has it 
fallea out. These men—these zllustriows men—these 
foyal men—these pious men—who, in their virtuous 
love of fame and profit— 


‘** Once frown’d so fierce, and look’d so high, 
A single sparre ~ could not fly, 
Between their noddles, and the sky !’— 


_ These worthies with wooden heads, are absolutely in 
the service of the individual whom they threatened to 
devour! Yes —he has actually engaged them as shop- 
You. VII. No. 5 : : 
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men—nay, they are still lower in the scale of dependante, 
for they are cleputies to Mr. Waddington! Thicy have 
long been excellent customers, and excellent cutferers 
for customers, to the “ Temple of Reason ;” but now 
they have actually become menistering attendants to 
the ceremonies, and humble, but useful, assistants to the 
hich priest! Instead of warning the public to avoid the 
heresies of the new altar, they invite them to come in, 
and to become proselytes! What a change is this! I 
anticipated that it would occur; for I plainly perceived 
they would be laughed and hissed out of the employment 
they had chosen for themselves. The Bridge Street con- 
cern could not remain long open. A much greater quan- 
tity of ready money was requisite than the fools and 
knaves of the menagerie would willingly supply. I was 
aware it would cost more to enable Mr. Sharpe to run 
after his character, than to prosecute a hundred libel- 
lers of the state. I knew also, that while he was in 
chase, perhaps in search, of his character, that he must 
eat, and drink, and wear out a great many pair of shoes. 
And I knew that his means were of a very sinyzular na- 
ture! As he could not live on them, and a business be- 
sides, it was easy to conclude, that the means would not 
he encreased, when the business was gone. Nor did I 
mind /2zs own advertisement, and Murray’s declaration, 
that he had none of the dooty, that was wheedled out of 
the pockets of such simpletons as the “‘ Great Captain,” 
and his worthy coadjutor, Mrs. Hannah Moore. The 
advertisement said it was not given tohim. Who, 
ig the name of the prince whom he worshippeth, ever 
thought it was? But there are means of obtaining that 
which is not given ; and gentlemen out of business, who 
ive upon their means, generally know how to make such 
contrarieties meet. Murray, too—poor Murray ! though 
he could never hope to mend his outward man, at first 
had some hopes of filling his pockets ;—but the trade of 
qudgeon-catching fell off. Two such eaters of gudgeons 
as Sharpe and himself, needed full draughts of such 
fishes. A tew large ones would uot satisfy them. Then 
there wes Doctor Slop to pay for baitiug thar hooks :—: 
#& 
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snd counsel, and ———, and special juries, to fee for 
finding verdicts. With all their labour, they had only 
ansnared one poor Radical at Manchester! to supply all 
the needful bait for catching loyal gudgeons, loyal flound- 
ers, and loyal flatfish. And, but for the discretion of 
the court, even this slip of a Radical had slipt through 
their fingers.* This augured badly for their trade. It 
could not last; and as they were kicked out of every 
grand-jury, but that which refused to find bills against 
the cutters and maimers of the people at Manchester, 
it was absolutely necessary they should look out in time 
for other employment ; and right glad am I that Mr. 
Carlile has taken them in. There they stand, to the 
great delight of the passers-by ; and many a sixpence is 
dropped into the box out of sheer curiosity to see how 
they conduct themseives in their menial capacity. Do 
not misunderstand me to mean that their persons are 
there. This would suit neither party. It is necessary 
that assistants in a shop should be civil, discreet, and 
attentive to customers. The furious airs with which 
one of these worthies entered Mr. Dolby’s shop, and ab- 
solutely frightened Mrs. Dolby into a lingering disease, 
which terminated her existence, and gave him all the 
credit of occasioning her death, could not be tolerated.— 
And to suppose they could learn to behave themselves 
like gentlemen, would be quite ridiculous. So that theit 
presence is dispensed with ; and good representations of 
them, which may be called their spzrits, or ghosts, are 
employed in their stead. How much Mr. Carlile allows 
them, I have not heard ; but they are the most attractive 
and docile shop-boys he could have found. What is bet- 
ter still, they want no holidays. A penny worth of paint 
will at any time give them a new suit of clothes; and 





* Ridgway and several others swore that a sign-hoard, sworn to 
hy Mellor, one of the witnesses against him, . had been taken down 
some months previous to the sale of the alleged libel. Several of 
his neighbours also swore this. Mellor, however, and several 
others, swore to the contrary: and the judges, in their discretion, 


; > 7 f ’ “4 . . 
relieved the latter! So the Gang have got one victiin, we need 
uOf say how! 
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what may be considered more advantageous, they will 
not cheat him out of a single penny. Thushe gets the 
full services of a lawyer, and a keen fellow who lives 
upon his means, for little or nothing! But even this does 
not content Mr. Waddington. His conquest of Sharpe 
and Murray only stimulate him to fresh exertions. I am 
just informed that he means, by a bold and ingenious 
experiment, to laugh down the Great Captain, Lord 
Castlereagh, Sir William Curtis, and all the patrons of 
that abortive spawn of the Holy Alliance, known by 
the name of the Bridge Street Gang! The scheme is 
this. He proposes, as my information goes, to have 
good paste-board imitations manufactured, of all our 
great men, ** as large and as natural as life,” dress- 
ed at all points like the originals, without any cari- 
cature of features, or aggravation of manners. As Mr. 
Waddington is but a little man, by having these figures 
made hollow and empty, (nothing unnatural that,) he 
may slip into them, and in turns, animate al! these 
great men,and makethem more serviceable than Sharpe 
and Murray! Should business encreasé very fast, and 
more great men than one be requisite ata time, Mr. 
Waddington can engage little boys to animate them, on 
terms as cheapas Mr. Elliston hired the services of dukes 
and duchessesat the mock-coronation; whichdid not cost 
more than half-a-crowna night: and hundreds were ready 
toswear that, with oneillustrious exception, Mr. Elliston’s 
coronation was far the best of the two. How pleasant it 
would be to see the good and great Lord Castlereagh 
step from the back parlour into the shop, with that grace- 
ful pump-like motion of the arm,—which so charms the 
collection of thuncerers,—to sell a New-Year’s Address 
to the Reformers, a Cobbett’s Register, or a Black 
Dwarf! 1 fecl almost ennobled at the idea! Or to see 
his Grace of —-—— walk forward to serve a copy cf 
the Character of a Priest. Or the “great Captain” 
disposing of the scenic representation of the martyrdom 
of Marshal Ney! or Sir William retailing the works of 
Thomas Paine! ‘The scene would be charming! A 
groupe of these worthies would attract more than any 
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sign-poste in the world ! Nor could they rationally take 
any exception at the liberty taken with them. It is the 
privilege of the little world,to get what ¢ can back again 
from the great. Our painters do not scruple to make 
very free even with his Majesty’s features. They place 
them without remorse, to garnish the entrance of the 
most miserable hedge aleliouses ; where. after the royal 
visage had tempted the traveller to enter, he finds no 
better accommodation than a common visiter would ob- 
tain at the celebrated pavillion. This is held to be no 
insult to his Majesty; nor any disparagement to the 
loyalty of either the dauber orthe inn-keeper. The face 
of the Great Captain is also frequently exhibited in a si- 
milar mode. Nay, I have even seen the head that scares 
all Europe, (if the Courier speak truth) dangling in 
front of a booth at a fair, as a recommending symbol of 
the best fiddle, and the least adulterated gin and beer. 
This proposed system of animated effigies, cannot there- 
fore be displeasing to these worthies :—while the scheme 
will complete the triumph of the genius of libel :—who, 
when it pleases him, may step from behind his impene- 
trable bulwark, and stalk abroad in the shape of Robert 
Southey, or Mrs. Hannah Moore! There is no means 
left of identifying the diving being who puts them in mo- 
tion; and while Murray and Sharpe keep an eloquent, 
though dumb, centinelship, their “ worthy masters and 
“mistresses,”may participatemoreactively in the endea- 
vour to assist Mr. Waddington, in his presidency at the 
Temple of Reason. Wit hasat last obtained the mastery, 
and the benefit of the labours of the Bridge Street Gang 
will be felt to the latest posterity. Nosooner, hereafter, 
shall any knave or fool array himself against the liberty 
of the press, than his effigy should be animated by some 
printer’s devil, and fixed behind the counter to dissemi- 
nate what he would fain suppress! The censors of 
France and Germany may be defied in future, bya little 
ingenuity in the adaptation of the novel mode of vending 
libels! nor can any thing but absolute despotism prevent 
the success of the arrangement. For all this, the loyal 
world have to thank the empty pockets, and addled 
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Brains of Mr. Sharpe, who undertook to supercede the 
office of Attorney-General! Could he havelived by his 
business, he had not been driven to these means of per- 
petuating the alarms, and dangers, of existing abuses. 
So true it is that— 
“ Pools rush in where angels fear to tread !" 
and that s¢lly freends are worse than bitter enemies, toa 
bad cause. 
Thy friend aid well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol to his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex. 





CONDEMNATION OF THE SYSTEM, BY THE BROTHER OF 
THE KING :— WITH SOME USEFUL INFORMATION WANT- 
ED AT COURT! 


I congratulate your Royal Highness, that the minions 
who fawn upon the flatterers of your kingly brother, 
have begun to class you amongst the men whom they 
most hate, because they most fear them. Of your 
speech at the Fox Dinner, at Norwich last week, the 
venal Courter says :—“ Remove your Royal Highness’ & 
‘* name, and substitute for it that of Hunt, Hobhouse, or 

any patriot of a similar character, and we should at once 

‘ recognise its resemblance to its parent, in every thing 
‘“* but the want of talent.” It adds, “ we rejoice to think 
** that his brothers of York, Clarence, and Cumberland, 
‘‘ stand before him in the succession to the throne.” 
This is that plain-spoken species of loyalty, which I am 
happy to perceive ; for it is so evidently founded on ve- 
nality, that it w ould not be better understood if the 
Editor had written, “Lam glad there are so many be- 
‘* tween your Royal Highness and the throne; because 
‘¢ the moment of your aecession. would rob me of all my 
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~ emoluments, and my patrons of all their power, and 
‘¢ shen all that is valuable to us would be lust for ever.” 
if your Royal Highness were King, and would patronize 
the existing abuses, the notes of this lime-server would 
be changed. You would be called the most graceful of 
all human beings. You would be told that every female 
heart fluttered in ecstasy wherever you appeared. Your 
talents would be extolled to the skies ; and even the me- 
rits of our present gracious sovereign would be said to be 
eclipsed by your superior attractions. Now, though in 
the line of succession to the throne, you are. boldly pro- 
claimed to have /ess talent than Mr. Hunt, or Mr. Hob- 
house, not if it be true, that this would be any degrada- 
tion to a prinee, orto a king ; for there have been but few 
kings, or princes, who could have competed with them. 
But it shews the sincerity of the Courier, in its pane- 
eyrics upon other princes; for I believe it is generally 
known that you are fully equal if net superior in acquired 
information, to any member of the house of Brunswick. 
Of the people, you know more, for you have mixed 
more withthem. Your power of observation has been 
creater, andthe medium muchclearer than they would have 
been, had you been the heir apparent to the throne. Your 
life has not been passed entirely among blacklegs and 
debauchees. You were not surrounded from your youth 
wih a host of venal flatterers, and mercenary prostitutes. 
You had little to give; therefore the servile beggars of 
the court came seldom near you, and you were left to 
make the beneficial discovery that princes are never more, 
and sometimes less than men. ‘This diseovery made you 
a rational being; and because you seem te appreciate 
this character as more worthy of you than the adventi- 
tious title you bear, you are a fit object for the abuse of 
the minions whom the flatterers of your brother hire to 
delude the nation. This, however, will but the more 
recommend you to the people, if your actions corres- 
pond with your declarations. They are now fully 
aware of the danger into which they have been preci- 
pitated ; they areanxiously looking forward tosome means 
4 deliverance from them; and they are in hopes that 
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their remonstrance may reach the throne in time for ag 
own safety; when they hear a prince of the blood 
among the foremost in arraigning the system which has 
placed the throne in still greater jeopardy than the liber- 
ties of the people! The latter, indeed, are always safe, 
when the people are virtuous and energetic; for the 
freedom of a people is in their own keeping, and does 
not depend upon the breath of princes, or the enactments 
of a legislature. But the title to a throne rests on a 
slippery basis:—and may be for ever lost by imprudent 
conduct, Napoleon justly reminded the late sovereign 
of this country, that “ as his family owed the possession 
‘¢ of the throne to one Revolution, so it might lose it by 
“‘ another;” and it is certain that those who advise the 
monarch to protect the abuses that exist at present, ad- 
vise him to risk the hazard of a revolution, when they 
shall have accumulated beyond the bearing of the people! 
To what period this event may be deferred, is not now 
the question. It would be sufficient for a monarch whe 
was really acquainted with the condition of his people, to 
know that the system was tending to this result. And 
as your Royal Highness seems satisfied of the truth cf 
this matter, it becomes a part of your duty to “ pierce 
“* through the thick array” of his venal flatterers and the 
servile abusers of his confidence, and carry to his ear 
those truths which he has not yet heard ; and which it is 
of more importance to himself than to the nation, that he 
should hear from those who are at liberty to approach 
him. Itis your duty to inform him, that the great body 
of his people do not believe the war, to which their dis- 
tresses are to be attributed, was undertaken from any 
regard to the national welfare, or from any necessity 
to protect its interests; but then they believe it to have 
been, what you described it at the Norfolk Dinner, “ a 
‘* war carried on by sovereigns for their own purposes— 
“a warfare of bayonets to put down the liberties of 
“* the people!” Tell him that the people who have been 
duped into the error of ruining themselves, to fetter and 
enslave the European world, are not willing to complete 
the sacrifice of British greatness in so vile a cause, Tell 
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him, that the oceans of blood which have been spilt, the 
hecatombs that have been slaughtered in vain to prop up 
falling despotisms, have not been shed in vain for the 
cause of freedom—* that a spirit has arisen among the 
‘¢ nations of the world ;” and that the voice of the people, 
if not listened to in its reason, must be encountered in 
its indignation, by all who preach “ the enormous faith 
“ of many made for one!” Shew him how mere legiti- 
macy totters in France, where “a single individual, by 
“ a sudden irruption, put it down without firing a shot; 
“and made it march out, more rapidly even than it had 
‘“ marched in, among the people.” Point to Spain and 
Portugal, where public misery produced public en- 
quiry ; and public enquiry led to a public determina- 
tion to annul the existing system, and to will another, 
more immediately under the public control! Tell him 
that though this country has possessed greater resources, 
that these resources are now exhausted. Tell him 
that the system which has been carried on to “ pre- 
“vent honest men from speaking their minds upon 
“* public questions,” has not alleviated the evils of 
which it was intended to prevent the exposure! 
Tell him that “ the government has long tried to 
“divide and, distract the public attention to place the 
“ manufacturer against the agriculturist, and the agri’- 
culturist against the manufacturer,”—that, every mans 
hand being against his brother, they might profit by the 
fatal dissentions. Tell him that thecause of the public 
distress is owing to the “‘excessive taxation ;” and that 
** the remedy must naturally be to remove the cause of 
“ taxation—the standing army, and the wnnecessary 
“* expanditure in every department of the State.” But 
above all, do not forget to impress upon his mind, that 
It is in vain to hope for relief, without a rational 
“ Reform in Parliament!” 1 do not quarrel with the 
words “ Rational Reform,” for a Reform, toberational, 
must be EFFECTUAL. His Majesty was once the friend 
and patron of professed parliamentary reformers. 
Mr. Finnerty declares that he is s¢i/ a parliamentary 
reformer. If so, assure him he has nothing todread from 
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the boroughmonger-declaration of his conscience-keeper. 
Lord Eldon, that “ the King ought to die, and he trust- 
“ed to God he would die, if he consented to act with 
any other representation of the people.” Whatever 
might have been the strength of the boroughmongers at 
the time when this insolent defiance was hurled at the 
monarchial authority, THESE are not times when the 
NATION would see the BOROUGHMONGERS SA- 
CRIFICE A KING, for levelling their usurpations, 
and restoring their share of power to the people. The 
present condition of the country may shew him the evil 
of the present representation. Honest and able men 
could not have reduced the nation to this dilemma. It 
could only have been brought about by ignorant or 
venal ministers, and servile and interested dependants. 
The people know this ; and the monarch may be assure of 
their protection, inany patriotic endeavours to relieve their 
distresses, by the restoration of their rights. When your 
Royal Highness shall have done all this, tender the re- 
signation of the increase of your income, which was 
granted on the express account of the dearness of pro- 
visions ; for provisionsareagain cheap, and salaries ought 
in justice to be reduced. Advise the monarch also, to 
limit his expenditure within the sum allotted for the main- 
tenance of the crown in 1792, It was quite enough for 
all reasonable splendour—perhaps too much.—A gaudy 
court, and a ruined people, are contradictions which can- 
not long exist together in a nation where freedom is 
either desired, or understood ;—and though Englishmen 
have not recently enjoyed any of the advantages of free- 
dom, they still remember that it has advantages ; and be- 
gin to pant for the possession. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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GREAT NORTHERN UNION, 


ene cn ene 


it always happens that something can be found to be 
objected to any plan that may devised, for concentrat- 
ing the energies of the Reformers, and rendering their 
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united force adequate to the resistance they have to en- 
counter. As nothing human can be absolutely without 
fault; and as some possibility of failure attends every 
operation, it is casy to point out imperfections, and to 
cavil at the expected results. Such opponents, the 
Northern Union has met with, and such it was natural to 
suppose it would meet with. These sort of people might 
as wisely argue against life, from the certainly of death, 
against food, because people must again feel hungry, 
against clothing, because clothes wear out; and, in short 
against every thing that may be proposed, because 
eome drawback attends it. The friends of the North- 
ern Unnion expect no miracle from its institution. 
They calculate only upon the certain effects of patience, 
and perseverance. They know that an accumulation of 
pence amounts to pounds ; and they call upon numbers 
to supply the want of individual opulence. There are 
occasions in which wnion and money may produce 
amazing effects ; and when those occasions occur, it is 
mortifying to reflect that past negligence prevents any 
profitable use being made of them. That thereare other 
modes of annoying corruption, we do not deny ; and we 
are far from censuring the adoption of those modes by 
others ; but having chosen this method, it would be the 
extreme of folly to abandon it, until one evidently better, 
evidently more calculated to ensure success, shall be dis- 
covered. The collection of the money does not imply its 
expenditure in adding to the excesses of modern elec- 
tions:—nor, without good reason, to anticipate success. 
It will be in the hands of men who have no motive for 
any unnecessary or profligate expenditure. But inde- 
pendent of this, it will produce that Union among the 
Reformers, which is paramount to any other considera- 
tion ; and this it is, that induces us to rejoice at the intel- 
ligence that the Union is spreading in all parts of the 


country. From the various accounts of its encreaing 
Success, we select the following : — 


At the half- yearly mecling of the friends to the Northern Union: 
convened by public advertisement, in the Union rooms in George 
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Leigh-street, on Monday evening last; at an early hour the large 
room was respectably filled, and Mr. Henry Rose being unani- 
mously called to the Chair, the business of the meeting com- 
menced. 

Mr. Rose, with his usual perspicuity, adverted to the occasion 
which had called the assembly together. The signs of the times 
had undergone, in a short period, a material change. The high 
and mighty ones of the earth, were now ranged on the side of the 
Radical Reformers; the film had dropped from their eyes, and 
theic cause and the cause of the people was become one and indi- 
visible. He would not detain them by any observations of his own, 
from the more important objects for which they had been called 
together, but felt himself highly gratified by the unequivocal proot 
he had received of their approbation of his political conduct. 

Mr. Saxton, the Secretary, then proceeded to read the following 
Report of the Committee, which was received throughout with 
marked approbation :— 

‘* The Committee appointed at the first general meeting of the 
Members of the Great Northern Radical Union, for organizing 
and managing the affairs of the Manchester District, having now 
coe to the close of their labors, wish shortly to report to thei, 
Constituents the means to which they have had recourse in pro- 
moting the objects of the institution, and the success which has 
attended their exertions. In doing this, it would be needless to 
again go over the grounds of their conduct, which they have 
before detailed, and which are generally understood.—They adopt. 
ed at first, as a guide of their proceedings, the plan recommended 
by Mr. Hunt; avd are convinced, frem the practical results, that 
it is sufficiently calculated to afford all the advantages, which it ap- 
peared to promise in theory. They have experienced, in com- 
mon with the conductors of all infant undertakings, many diffi- 
culties which they had not foreseen; but which, they trust, they 
have so far overcome, as to render the office of their succes” 
sors, not only easy, but pleasant and agreeable.—The expenses 
incident to its first formation, have been defrayed ¢ Centurians 
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and Trusty Men appointed; and the remittances to the gencral 
Treasurer, Sir C. Wolseley, from the Manchester fund alone, alrea- 
dy amount to the sum of Forty Pounds Sterling. 

“Of the progress which the Union may have mace in other dis- 
tricts of the country, the Manchester Committee are surry that they 
cannot speak with any thing like precision. The good under- 
standing which it was their wish to cultivate with other branches 
of the Union, appears not to have yet met witha general corres- 
pondent feeling ; but from the communications with which they 
have been favoured, they fondly anticipate that the different dis- 
tricts throughout the empire will, ere long, be formed into one 
solid and intissoluble boud of co-operation, and that any difference 
of individual opinion in matters of minor consideration, will be 
absorbed in the patriotic endeavour to accomplish that in which 
the whole are alike interested. 

“On the score of economy, the Committee believe there will 
be found little reason to complain ; and that no expences have been 
incurred but with a view to a proportionate advantage. The 
accounts of Mr. Cox, the Sub-Treasurer, will exhibit the items 
of receipt and expenditure; and the Committee resign their 
functions under a conviction that, although there may not be 
much in their proceedings worthy of praise, there will be found less 
to censure. 

‘‘ Union Rooms, Manchester, Jun. 2ist, 1822.” 

Letters from Preston, Bo!ton, Oidham, and Sheffield were now 
read; by which it appeared, that in most of these places the 
Union had made considerable progress, and in all of them bid fair 
tu realize the warmest wishes of its friends. 

Mr. Saxton uext presenicd to the meeting, a communication 
which he had received from a friend in Birmingham, and which 
was intended for insertion inthe Manchester Observer. 1n reading 
this interesting document, Mr. S. was frequently interrupted by 
the spontaneous applause elicited by the sentiments it contained. 

Mr. Cox, the District Treasurer, now read the statement of the 
Funds of this branch of the Union, which was received with 
Inequivocal marks of satisfaction, No less a sum than £15 












158 THE BLACK DWARF 


sterling was collected in the room, and a further remittance of 
£10, wasunanimously voted to be immediately transmitted to Sit 
Charles Wolseley. 

Mr. Saxton said, he felt himself called upon to account to 
his constituents, forthe way in which he had discharged the im. 
portant duty of Secretary to the Manchester District of the Union, 
and would therefore trespass upon their patience by reading a re- 
port which he had prepared for the occasion. 

** SECRETARY S NEPORT- 

‘* Having been appointed by a Public Meeting of the friends to 
the Great Northern Uniion of Radical Reformers, held on Mon- 
day, the 8rJ of September last, to act as Honorary Secretary for 
ihe Manchester District of that Union, I feel it incumbent on me 
to state the manner in which I have proceeded to discharge the 
duties of the situation, and the progress which has been made in 
fulfilling the views and expectations of the meeting. Many copiee 
of the Masxcnester Osserven, which contained a full report of 
the proceedings, were forwarded to distant parts of the Empire, 
aud anumber of Circulars accompanying Mr. Hunt’s Address to 
the Male and Female Reformers of Manchester were also circu- 
lated, directing the attention of our friends to the measures 
therein detailed. To many of these, gratifying returns have been 
received ; from other places, | have to regret, that the effects of 
the application can only be collected from casual information de- 
rived from individuals, and from the few public journals which 
have been liberal enough to admit of any thing relating to Radical} 
Reform into their columns. Upon the whole, however, there 
appears little cause for despondency. At Greenock, Carlisle, 
Preston, Blackburn, Bolton, Ashton-undcr-Lyne, Stockport, Leeds, 
Halifax. Bradford, Wakefield, Rochdale, and various other towns, 
branches of the Union have been established expressly lor the pur- 
pose of contributing to the General Fund, and from many of them, 
remittances have been made on that account to Sir Charles 
Wolscley. [In some places Patriotic Funds have been formed, 
partly dedicated to the same object, whilst in others, from whence 
the most cordial co-operation was lovked for, a decided anime- 
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sity to the plan has becn manifested. This dereliction is princi- 
pally to be altributed to the mistaken apprehension, that the 
Funds for the relief of the incarcerated patriots would bediminished 
‘n proportion as those of the Northern Union were increased: and 
several injudicious professed friends have contributed to the delu- 
sion by circulating their dogmas as the general sense of the commu- 
nity, or places in which they reside. To various towns which 
appeared backward in answering the first communications, writ- 
ten circulars. of considerable extent, were addressed, but to these 
also no returns have as yet been made, arising probably from the 
incomplete state of the organization of the Union in those placee. 
it may here perhaps be admissible to add, that in all the divers 
correspondence in which I have been engaged,not one penny ex- 
pence has been added to the out-lays of the Fund, not even to the 
amount of the materials with which it was conducted. Many ap- 
nlications having been made by persons who wished to assist in 
establishing auxiliary branches in neighbouring towns and vil- 
laves, fer information on the subject, at a late meeting of the 
Committee, it was deemed expedient to order 300 copies of Mr. 
Hun'’s Plan to be printed in a convenient form, for their accom- 
inodation ; these have been already nearly distributed, and al- 
though no certain criterion can be established for judging of the 
effects, yet there is no doubt but in the end their circulation will 
prove beneficial. Having thus drawn a brief outline of the plaa 
which has been so far acted upon, and made such conclusions as 
appeared warranted by the premises, | beg leave to thank my 
friends for the support they have given me in discharging the 
important duty, which | now respectfully resign, in the hope that 
my successor will have to encounter fewer difficulties, than I have 
had to contend with, 

A committee of nine persons was theu elected for the manage- 
iment of the affairs of the Union for the six menths next en- 
suing. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Wroe, warmly seconded by the meet- 
ing, Mr Saxtou was requested to continue his services as Secre- 
‘ary to the Union. Mr. Saxton capressed himself highly gratified 
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by thie renewed proof of their confidence; but said that whether 
in or out of offiee, his altachment to the cause of Radical Re- 
form, which he had so long continued to advocate, could suffer no 
diminution. The columns of the Manchester Observer, now upon 
the point of revival, would at all times be dedicated to record the 
progress of the Great Northern Union, and thus render to the 
cause of Radical Reform a more efficient aid than it could other- 
wise have received. 

Mr. Cox was unanimously requested to retain the office of Trea- 
surer for the six months next ensuing. 

Mr. Saxton stated that he had now to submit a proposition to 
the meeting which had been suggested to him by the brave Re- 
formers of Bury, it was, * that no part of the Union should be 
applied to any purpese whatever, unless sanctioned by a majority 
of the subscribers thereto.” This motion was carried unani. 
mously. Mr. Saxton further stated, that he had been entrusted 
with thesum of ¢i. 12s. 97. from the friends of Radical Reforim 
at Pits o’ th’-Moor, in aid of the Funds of the Great Northern 
Union. 

The thanks of the meeting were then voted to Mr. Rose, for 
his able and upright conduct in the chair, Mr. Rose, in returning 
his acknowledgmenis of the favour, professed his strong attach- 
ment tothe cause in which he had been for more than forty 
years engaged; it had grown with his growth and strengthen- 
ed with his strength,” aud he trusted would accompany him to 
the grave. 

Thanks were then voted to the comniitee for their services, 
and the meeting dispersed in order avd tranguillity. 


—_—— 
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PARLIAMENT.—Lord John Russell, in a second letter 
to the Yeomen of Huntingdon, calls the parliament—“‘a 
“nob of gentlemen, who speak with ease.” This de- 
finition, like that of the “‘ collective wisdom of the na- 
‘* tion,” and the thundering attributes claimed for it by 
Castlereagh, is far from being appropriate. So far from 
the “ mob of gentlemen,” being able “ to speak with 
** ease,” the “* mob of members’”—cannot speak at all! 
ft is only about a secre of the mob, who have their 
tongues unloosed ; whether from not having had them 
slit in their infancy, as is sometimes done with magpies 
and daws, it is not easy to ascertain. But the “ moh” are 
as mute almost as Balaam’s animal ; and itmay be ques- 
tioned whether the presence of an angel, even though it 
were the Angel of Reform, with healing and salvation 
on its Wings, could make them speak any farther than ae. 
or not 
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“ My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Orv Pray 
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183. Inscription for a Monunentin the New forcst. 


This is the place where William's kingly powe: 

Did from thetr poor anc d peaceful homes expe!— 

Unfriended, desolate, and she ‘Iterless— 

The inhabitants of all this fertile track, 

Far as these wilds extend. ile leveil’d down 

Their little cottages, he bade their fields 

Lie barren, so that o’er the forest waste 

He might royal!y pursue his sports! 

It that thine heart be human, Passenger ! 

Sure it will swell within thee, and thy lips 

Will mutter curses on him. “Phink thou then 

What cities fame, what hosts unsepulchred 

Pollute the passing wing, when raging Power 

Drives on his bloodhounds te the chace ef man: 

And as thy thoughts ant! relpate that day 

When God shail judge aright in charity 

Pray for the wicked rulers ef mankind. 
Robert Southey. Poems. 1797 


304, Emmius ( De Repub, Athen, 1, 107.) accounts for the 
long duration of libs erty inthe Atheman Republic, by observing, 
that the people were oF 4 SUDL ne, bol 1, and penetrating genius, 
as much superior to the other states of Grecee, as the othe 
states of Greece were to the barbarous or ‘Phat there 
Was continual! y rising amongst them a succession of men, emi- 
MeN for politic ub wisdom and Integrity, who planted in the 
minds of the people sentiments of true patriotism, and insnired 
them with such a love of Hb erty, that every Athenian was nouil’ 


<0 pour out his best blood for Us preservation. ‘Phat the 
1 es , . 

peopie were, by Solon, taught, that the strength of a free 

State consists in its hersantle it faws are nothing, unless they 


Vod. VI. No. 5 
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be obeyed, that laws will not be obeyed, uhless honour be 
piven to the obedient, and punishment inflicted on the trans- 
pressors—that the laws are not to be subjected to the govern- 
meut, but the government to the laws,—that riches, Interest, 
and party, are to yiek 1 to the laws, not the laws to them. That 
therefore in the best times of the commonweath, honours and 
rewards Were given in such a manner, as tended to lead the 
persons honored and rewarded —to gratitude rather than to ame 
bition, which Demcsthenes exemplities in the case of Miltiades, 
Cimon, ‘Themistocles, and others. And on the contrary, who- 
ever made himself cbnoxious to the laws of his country, was to 
expect no alleviation on account of his riches, his family, or 
even of his former meritorious actions. Accordingly Miltiades, 

‘Themistocies, Cimon, and others, though eminent for their 
public services, were not spared when thought to have violated 
ihe laws. For the Athenians considered that it is the duty of a 
citizen to behave well,—not on one occasion only—but at all 
times; not to be at first zealous, faithful and obedient, and af- 
terwards a lawless pluuderer,—this being not the behaviour of 
men of principle who are uniform in their conduct, but of 
the artful and insiduous, who study only to surprize public 
opinion, in order to deceive with the better success. ‘That the 
Athenians were, above all other nations, severe against corrup- 
tion above all other offences, as what tends most directly tothe 
destruction of states. The Athenians, therefore, punished this 
crime with a fine to ten times the value of the bribe, or with 
outlawry, or death; some of which punishments were inflicted 
even on those who liad, on other occasions, deserved well of 
their country, as T imotheus, Epicrates, Thrasybulus the youn- 
ger, and others. Another cause of the flourishing state of the 
Athenian republic, was the encouragement given to marriage 
and population. Another, was the wise severity of Solon, in 
bringing upon the offences of magistrates a swifter punishment 
than on those of private persons: for the latter might be de- 
laved; but if the former was put off, things might quickly 
come into such disorder, that it would be tou late to think of 
punishing powerful offenders: besides, the offences of private 
persons may be compared with those of the common sailors on 
board of a ship, which may not prove fatal to the crew; where- 
as the crimes of magistrates are like those of the pilot or mas- 
ter, which endanger the loss of ship, crew, or passengers. That 
Solon likewise laid great stress on the education of youth, that 
they might be habituated to virtue, industry, courage, aud 
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jove of their country. That his laws tended to honour, wisdom 
and virtue, and to bring disgrace on the contrary characters, 
by refusing to men of profligate lives all honors in the state,— 
and even forbidding them to speak in the Ecclesia or assembly 
of the people: for the wise legislator thought, there was little 
probability, that he who could not manage his own private estate, 
would administer that of the public with frugality and wisdom ; 
and that the people would not, or however ought not, to pay any 
regard to the patriotic harangues of a man, who studied more 
to polish his speeches, than to regulate his life.—James Burgh. 
Political Disquisitions, 1775. 


Ee 


565. Never adopt the notions of any books you may read, 
or of any company you may keep, without examining whether 
they are just or not; as you may otherwise be liable to be 
hurried away by prejudices, instead of being guided by reason, 
and quietly cherish error instead of seeking for truth. Use and 
assert your own reason. Reflect, examine, and analize every 
thing, in order to form a sound and mature judgment. Let no 
ipse dizit impose upon your understanding, mislead your ac- 
tions, or dictate your conversation. Be early what—if you are 
not, you will—when too late--wish you had becn. Consult 
your reason betimes: 1 do not say that it will always prove an 
anerring guide ; for human reason is not infallible; but it wit 
prove the least erring guide that you can follow. Books and 
conversation may assist it; but adopt neither blindly and impli- 
citly: try both by that best rule, which God has given to direct 
us,—reason.-~Earl of Chesterfield. Letters to his Son, 1777° 


Re ae eee 


566. The Papists say, they believe as the Church believes ; 
and the Protestants laugh at them for it, but do the very same 
thing themselves: all the difference is, the first believes by 
Wholesale, and the last by retail. The Papists believe some- 
thing, but they know not what ; the Protestant believes this or 
that, but he knows not what it is. The Papist believes what 
he cannot understand, without examination; the Protestant 
will examine, though he cannot understand, before he will be- 
lieve: so that though they differ in words, they agree in the 
same thing.—Samuel Butler. Thoughts upon various Sub- 
jects, 1660. 
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567. Question. sieges may subjects take up arms against 
their prince? Answer, Conceive it thus. Here hes a shilling 
betwixt you and me; cesimnenes of the shilling is yours, twopence 
is mine. By agreement, | am as much king ‘of my twopence, as 
you of your tenpence. If you therefore go about to take away 
my twopenee, I will defer id it; for there you and I are equal — 
both Princes, Or thus. Two supreme powers meet. One 

says, give me your iand: if you will not T will rake it from you. 
The other, because he thinks himself too weak to resist him, 
tells him, of nine parts 1 will give you three ; so I may quietly 
enjoy the rest, and I will become your tributary. Afterwards 
the Prince comes to exact six parts, and leaves but three ; the 
contraet then is broken, and they are in parity again. To know 
what obedience is due to the Prince, you must look into the 
contract betwixt him and his people; as if you would know what 
rent isdue to the landlord, you must look into the lease. When 
the contract is broken, and there is no third party to judge, 
then the decision is by arms: and this is the case between the 
prince andthe snbject. What law is there to take up arms 
avainst the prince, in case he break his covenant?) Though there 
be no written law for it, yet there is eustom, which is the bess 


law of the kingdom ; for in England they have always done it. 
—John Seldon. Table Talk, 1689. 


568. SONNET. 


it is not to be thought of, that the flood 

Of British freedom, which to the open sca 

Of the world’s praise, from dark antiquity 
Math flow’d, “with pomp of waters, unwithstood , 
ag iby which all might come and go that would, 

Aud pear out freights of worth to foreign bist: 

"j rh it this most famous Stream, in bogs and s ands, 
Should perish. and to evil and to good 
Be lust forever. Jn our halls is hung 

Armoury of the invincible knights of old: 

We must be free or die, who speak the tongue 
That Shakspeare spoke, the faith and morals hold 
Which Milton held. In every thing we are sprung 

Of earth's first blood, have titles manifold. 

Hom. Wordsworth. Poems, 1826 
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cram the Black Divarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 


Reformer rs of Birmingham. 


ZuUCAL PLUNDER, AND LOCAL L OPPRESSION, THE MEANS 
OF BENDING A NATION TO GBNERAL PILLAGE, AND 
(.ENERAL OPPRESSION. 


- “riends and Fellow-Countrymen,— 
About ten days ago, I heard it stated that a fresh 
attempt would be made to rob the poor’s-rates of the 
Frown of Birmingham, by charging upon them the expences 
incurred by éwo amagistrates in a vain endeavour to 


: punish Mr. George Edmonds, for having dared to of- 
| fend their dignity, by censuring their unnecessarily harsh, 
uid absoii utely illegal conduct towards a servant in his 


employ, £ could hardly believe that the magistrates would 
be :neun, or wnjust enough, to allow this fraud upon 
. ‘he poor, for it deserves no better name, to be made a 
second time. Tf thought that whenthe parish had refused 
the payment once, common decency would have prevent- 
ed anything in the sh: ape of men from pressing a matter 
fu ther, which could only chronicle their own disgrace 
even if ‘it succeeded. The thing however, has been done: 
—and what is still more de: grading to the town, a parish 
meejing has agreed to sanction thie payment—to pay these 
magistrates the sum of nearly three hundred pounds, for 
a violent : atreteh of authority beyond the law, the conse- 
jucnces of which ended in burthening the parish with 
the mnaintenanc -c of a man, his wife, and six children! 
Setiiny aside the impiudence of tie maczistrates, in suf- 
fering such a charge to be made, what shall we say of 


the f fo lly, tie baseness, the servility, of the animals who 

ld up thei hands for its payment out of funds, which 

we raised, and can only be legally applied, to the mainte- 

a tp tite He poor £ bebop iS yel a ‘ee And, I 

“Mm acd to beveve that i will be obtaived. df it ts not, 
Vil Nod 
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Birmingham ts iuhabited by a race of slaves that would 
have disraced the wooden shoes and iaandcal vassalage 
of France. Several persons, in vain opposed the pay ment 
—but it was not necessary to do this. Tt Is payment 
that cannot degal/y be made. No parish meeting, no 
packed vestry, can legalize the application of the poors- 
rates to so nefarious a purpose. Any one resolute pa- 
rishioner can sét-it aside ; for no levies can be legally en- 
forced upon any man, under such an appropriation of the 
past collections. Such a disposal of the parish money 
will viliate the rates ; and he must be base indeed who 
will not defend his own interests, when merely keeping 
his money in his pocket will cflect his purpose. Mectings 
of theinhabitants ought to be held instantly, and resolutions 
entered into, to pay no more levies, until this sum is re- 
stored, until the vote for payment i- rescinded; and 
until a pledge is given by the officers that they will not 
again propose such a robbery of the paruciial fund, 
Which ou: cht to be more sacred than any other. 
The magistrates, and their dependents, will scon be 
brought to their senses, by a very spirit of the right 
sort:—-and if Uhis is net to be found in a vapilidion of 
ninety tuousand souls, tie world will know hereafter 
where to point to the most contemptible spot in the 
British dominions. ‘The allair may appear trivial to 
some ; bui it is of the ulmost importance to all who will 
look at its effects. Ut is this mean, and cowardly, and 
careless submission to focal piunder, and local oppres- 
ston, which renders mea {il for servility and baseness, 
ona national seale. ee teach aman to bend, and his 
spirit is for ever broken. And when things, that call 
themselves men, are trampled upon aad pillaged by such 
parties as -~—, and —-—-—, and ——— (the blanks 


are easily illicd up), they even think it an Aonor, to be 
fied “ea and enslaved by a Minister of State! And so it 


isy for fheom, in the co spn “Re yy in the fermer in- 
stance pai Ae — their own devradation, and put on 
their own cheins without any sahediay or necessity ; and 


' | OP i. ; a le Oe ae a x) eee s} for 
m the falier they may plead. chat there 1s a ferce to 
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resisting. The vest of the country proclaim the facts 
sncredible! They will hardly believe they have oc- 
curred! They say it is dapossible! They cannot com- 
prehend how ninety thousand people could have witness- 
ed them! What; say they, dare any English magis- 
trale commit aman to prisoa, asa vagrant, who was 
earning twenty shillings per week, by apublic employ- 
ment, as a reporter of the police proceedings, anid sup- 
sorting his family thus honestly by his own labour! 
Could such a man be dragged to prison, in company 
with felons, without being allowed to communicate with 
his family, and sent off to the county-gaol, a distance of 
twenty miles, without being permitted even to supply 
himself with food, of which he was destitute for twenty- 
four hours! Could such a man be detained in prison 
for the longest period the law allows for the commission 
of the effence for which it was pretended he was com- 
milted; but of which the authors of his commitment 
must have known that he was innocent! It requires a 
degree of faith that could digest a Mahometan miracle, 
to believe this. And for these services—for the ruin of 
an honest man— for burthening the parish with the main- 
tenance of his wife and children—for blighting his 
prospects of an honourable existence—for treating him 
as a felon—the parish is impudently charged the sum 
of nearly three hundred pounds, and basely agrees to 
payit! No! it was not the parish! It was not the 
inhabitants of Birmingham that did this. They could 
not do it! HYuman nature revolts at the detail of the 
transaction. They could never pay three hundred pounds 
as a premium for filling the workhouse, and encreasing 
ihe number of paupers, while their officers are seizing 
wedding-rings, childrens’ clothes, the poor man’s poul- 
iry, nay even the piece of bacon out of his larder, for his 
inability to pay the levies demanded for the maintenance 
of those who are still poorer than himself, They could 
not squander away the money of the poor by hundreds, 
when they are putting inen in prison, who seek to rescue 
‘few household utensils from the seizure of parochial 
sieers, “Fhey could not encourage profligate expendi- 
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ture in this Way, when they are endeavouring to drive 
away the able- ‘bodied pauper, by setting him to do the 
work of a couple of asses, at three-farthings per hour! 

It could not be the payers of levies who would do this. 
They could net be such dupes—-such miserable, such 

unjust, such unmanly slaves! This majority nrust have 
been composed of the receivers of levies! 1am inform- 
ed, the poor were driven back, because their arrears 
were not paid up; and thus advantage was taken of their 
inability to pay, to charge them with what they had ne 
right to pay. But this exclusion was illegal : and they 
would have been justified in forcing their way into the 
room, where their money was about to be illegaily dis- 
pi osed of. The new bill of Mr. Stourges Bourne excludes 
trom voting on parochial matters those who are in arrear 
of more than one payment; but the common law does 
not render the arrears any bar to the exercise of the 
rizht of voting. An arrear supposes a neglect on the 
part of the collec tor, not an inability on the, part of the 
contributor; and if the collectors neglect to enforce the 
payment, the fault is | and no man can lose his 
rights by the negligence of another. Nor can those 
rights be lost, even from inability to pay, while the dia- 
Hidéty exists. Every one liable to pay, has a legal and 
rational right to decide upon the disposal of his money ; 
and as far as Mr. Bourne’s Bill infrin: ges this principle, 

it encourages the principle of tyranny ; ; but this bill is not 
yet in o} neration at Birmin wham; and the inhabitants 
have their parochial rights untouched, though their gene- 
ral riahts are usurped. “by th e boroughmongers. But if 
the inhabitants will not ex ert their power, their rights 
ire useles’. Where are the one hundred and eight 
Gua. «tans, about the election of whom, three years ago, 
there was such exultation? What has become of them? 
One is locked up ina prison, for his public spirit; but 
wiv are all the rest become paradyfic? Are they 


afraid ioact? Cr have they no talent for the duties of 
them office ? ‘There awe also 24 ov 30 overseers of the last 
tywo years! \Yuat has become of them! Where do they 


hide themselves, while the fund is pillaved of which they 
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re the legal and moral guar: Liars Pretty cuardians, 
indeed ! ‘Why, they are not so useful as common 
curs against robbers! = dare not even bark 


at the plunderers ! iam told, that, with one or two 

honourable exceptions, these pr reciou: ; cuardiaus resolved 
to keep all their proceedings secret! Wel this is a re 
formed set pr a diaas/! There is this convenicace in 


secrecy :— i not only makes a good cover for bad actions, 
yut it affords an excuse for. daeall reg through an office, 
and deing Hit erally nothing. A secret order of the day 
suits all parties, s, but the active and the honest ;—for the 
idle may remain indolent, and their indolence be un- 
known ; and the kuavish may play their pranks in the 
dark without nolice.. Wien Edmonds threatened 
to publish the proceeding PS of committee, he was told 
ihat degad proceedings would he taken to prevent him ? 
Now, though it is not wonderful that those who were 
capable of such a foolish tireat, would be capable of do- 
ng things which would need exposure; yet it is surpriz- 
ing that any body contemplating matters which ought to 
ve kept secret, should be so very stupid as to make such 
a threat. The cnly means of proceeding in their power, 
was to present a petition to the Lord Chancellor, setting 
forth that they were cither se foolish, or so mnavish, that 
it was very likely they would do something which would 
not bear to be ‘pubis ned ; and, the refore, they bezged 
his Lordship to issue an én censcesbian lo Nir. i:dmonds, 
forbidding him to pubiisa anything that they weighé do! 
And even this would not avail the simpletons ; for to 
<eep their secrets, they must get an injuocticn against 
overy man, who might by possibilit ly fear of th ein pro- 
ceedings! A rare set of ¢ yuardians, traky | Yet the 
people are nol to biame for ‘having elected them. They 
did all they could to ensure a proper discharge of the 
luties, and that hey were mistaken is a misfortune, not 
4 fault. They dismissed the old set , and chose a new 
ac. If they “did not mend themselves, they maize the 
endeavour. But they will be to blame, if they condinue 
them, At taste r, this guardianship expires. A new 
set must be chosen; and every exertion ought to be used 
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to get a beticr! The peopie may be again mistaken i: 
their choice, but it is their duty to look after men who 
are likely to do their business in a candid, honest, open, 
strait-forward way—men who have no secrets lo keep 
from their paymasters—men who will see that magis- 
trates do their duly :—an : not fear io spealz, when it is 
their duty to act pee Ale A prop er seb of guardians would 
have taught the ma sisteate ; beticr law. The plea of the 
magistracy| Was, that he was wel fo commit, when 
ihe overseers sees a committal of Piastens. It is false 
“They were not bound te commil. they hel no autho- 
rity to con amit. The arrangement about certificates re- 
lates only to paupers. Plastens was no longer a pauper 
—Ife was as free and independent a man in the eyes of 
the iaw, as the magistrates themselves. Ue wanted ne 
cerlilicate. Lic was in legal employment > and e} cry 
spot of ground in the empire, open to any other subject 
was open lohim. If he. mag istrates doul bted his at ite- 
ment, they should have afforded lime for iis authentica- 
lion. Bui they did not doubt it. The 'y were morally 
convinced il was true; and licy mi sh it have had legal 
proof of ils truth in the course of an 


— an 


hour. Et was not, 
therefore, their duty to commit ; and it may be unhesi- 

talingly asserted, that it was employment in reporting 
which constit uted Lis offence ; and his being in the employ 
of Mr. Edm¢ ee that occasioned his accusation. Had he 
been guilty of the offence charged, he would have been 
guilty, with i. connivance of the parish officers ; for it 
will be seen that he had never removed from the parish, 
and therefore could not have relurned to it. They sanc- 
tioned his remaining in their parish, while he was re. 
lieved by another ; but when he wanted no relief at all. 
when he had surrendered his parish pay, and was enabled 
to obtain his living, he was seized, and sent to prison as 

a vagrant ! Nor. ‘was this all. Though no such com- 

mitment was ever known before— though the practice 
of granting certificates had been discontinued for twenty 
years—thoug sha reprimand was ihe usual punishment 
for the allege d oncigiagee though the magistrates had 
a discretion: ry power to comnit, “in such alleged cases, 
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for any period nob exceeding a month,—yet Plastans was 
sent for the full month to Warwick Prison, by these ma- 
gistrates. who, ifforced to commit, might have committed 
for a day, or foran hour ! So much for the compassion of 
these jus¢ and mercifud magistrates, wie, for the de- 
heir characters, uave deducted the sum of near 
three hundred pounds from the miserable pittance of the 
poor ! 

With much trouble, I have obtained a report of the 
Committee appointed to examine into this horrible aflair ; 
and I append it to these comments, as the best means of 
rousing up that manly and honest indignation, whic 
requisite in order to avoid the present imposition, and te 
prevent future magistrates from daring to listen to their 
prejudices, when called upon to perform their duty. | 
am in possession of the original letters; but the’ Report 
of the Committee is an authentic and impartial docu- 
ment ; a history of the affair by men who have calmly 
investigated the whole business; and whose report must 
satisfy every one, that both ¢he erdividual, and the town, 
have been grossly injured, and abused. The only pre- 
tence against Plastans, is some zmpertinence. But if he 
were guilty of this; as he remarks his urgent applica- 
tion for relief might be deemed impertinent ; yet it is 
totally irrevelant to the incident of his commitment. 
Upon their own shewing, when he was said to be imper- 
linent, they redieved him—when he was civil, indus- 
irious, and actually maintaining his family, they send 
him lo prison—and his family, out of necessity, to the 
workhouse, from which he has never been able to extri- 
cate them! These are benefits for which the inhabitants 
are to pay three hundred pounds! because, like the no- 
toriaus Mister Sharpe, of Bridge Street notoriety, two 
or three magistrates choose to set out in search of a 
characier, which they have not yet found! Mr. Ed- 
monds will yet be out of prison in’ sufficient time to 
join in an appeal to the Quarter Sessions, against this 
impudent misappropriation of the parochial fund. He 
will be then enabled to tell his own story, before these 
pretty magistrates, and exdertacn them with the refusal 
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of the Court of King’s Bench, to carry into effect the 


vengeance to which a Warwickshire Speciai Jury had 
consigned him! fad the public Press of the town 
discharged its duty, the Magistrates dared not have 
encountered the laughter and scorn with which a 
proposition to defray “their expences would. have been 
received by a parish meeting. Air. Spurrier would 
have been left to look to Isaac and his other sleek- 
headed clients, for the payment of their own bill :—and 
you would never again have heard of any aagisterial 
prosecutions, if the magistrates knew they must defray 
the expences themselves. To remedy the past neglect, 
itis not only necessary that an appeal should be made 
avainst the payment of this premium for pauperism and 
misconduct, but /lastans should be enabled to move for 
a crimiaal information against men who have done him 
somuch injury. The courts above know too well the 
vaiue of justice, in such cases, to countenance such 


sirelches of local authority. And if a plea of want of 


beller judgment, were ultimately allowed to avail the 
magistrates, in lieu of other penalty; for so many sim- 
pletons are put into the commission of the peace, that 
such a clause is necessary for their protection; and, un- 
luckily, those who have worse motives can as easily avail 
themselves of the plea of folly to excuse vice :—yet, still 
a suitable lesson would, doubtless, be read to those sapi- 
ent gentlemen; and they would be compelled at least to 
bear the costs of the folly which they might plead. It 
is an occasion in Which every inhabitant of Birmingham 
ought to feel himself interested, for himself, and for the 
sufferer. Where is Mr. Corrie, who talked so lumi- 
nously about the privileges of English citizens, al the 
coronation-meeting ? Does he remember any instance 
of a Roman or Grecian slave being treated in a more 
shameful manner, by a Roman, or Grecian tribunal ? 
Let him now endeavour to enforce the practice, instead 
of lavishing his elog: uence upon the vain and useless theor y 
of our admirable laws! what are they, at Birmingham, 
in the keeping of Mr. Isaac Spooner, and his sapient 
colleages! Let him read the following commentary of 
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practical freedom, within a walk cf his residence, and 
while he blushes that it should have yet passed without 
retributio.:, let him call upon his townsmen to sce that it 
goes unpunished no longer. If he is still silent, f trust 
there are ‘many who will speak:—and not only speak, 
but act; by refusing all payments of levies, while any 
portion of the past collections is devoted tosuch improper 
ind illegal purposes. 
I remain, 
Your friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 





« The deputation appointed to enquire into the cir- 
cumstances aliending the committal of William Plas- 
tans, Report— 

‘“‘ That although the resolution constituting their ap- 
pointment, directed them respectfully to submit the al- 
leged facts to the explanation of the magistrates, yet being 
desirous of previously instituting a more distinct enquiry 
into the truth of the allegations in question, they pro- 
ceeded in the first instance to request the attendance vi 
these individuals who were engaged in the transac- 
action. 

‘‘ William Plastens, the complainant, says, that he is 
ny trade a gun-finisher, and has a wife and six children: 
that in the summer of 1819, being reduced to poverty by 
the decline of the gun trade, he applied to the overseers 
of Birmingham (Messrs. Dewson and Corbet) jor relief, 
who referred him to’ the overseers of Aston, observing 
that his rent in that parish, had entitied him to a 
settlement there:—that he went to Aston pay-house, 
with a recommendation from his employer, Mr. Hicken, 
When he saw W. D. Brownell, a standing overseer of 
Aston, who threw the note in his face and ordered him 
out of the room ;—that leaving the room peaceably, he 
went to Mir, Moxham, in Moland Street, one of the over- 
seers of Aston, who refused to relieve him:—that re- 
‘urning to Lirmingham workhouse, he was again refused, 
ind recommended to tell the Aston overscers, that if he 
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was nui relieved, he would niga them before tlic 
magistrates on Mond ay that he next went to Mr. Pal- 

mer (an oversecr of : Aston), in ng a Street, Deri- 
tend, when he was avain refused relief, and thence re- 
turned back to Aston pay- -house, when he found the 
overseers fad le ft for the day:—that he again went to 
Birmingham workhouse, and rejated What had occurred, 
but was again refused, on the principle of not acknow- 
ledeing the case :—that he the n ag a second time to 
Mr. Palmer’ s, Who wrote a note to Browne Il, requesting 
him to examine the case, ns from whom he received 
five shillings, but was told he did not belong to Aston 
parish. That, on the following Friday, he again attended 
at Aston Pay- house, and after considerable difficulty, 

aiid observing that if not relieved he should be under the 
necessity of appealing to the magistrates, he obtained a 
second five shillings. That being on further application 
refused relief, he ae at the Public Cffice, for the 
purpose of applying to the magistrates, as directed by 
the overseers of Birmingham, when meeting with Brow- 
nell, he received from ‘him an order to admit himself, 
Jamily, and furniiure, isto Erdington workhouse; te 
which pk ice he accordin: sly went with his family ; but 
being in arrears for rent to his landlord, and consequently 
unable to remove his furniture, was refused admittance 
by the governor. That he he then went to Birches 
Green, to state his case to Mr. Bedford, a magistrate, 
who said he was unable to order his admission, “but di- 
rected him to use his (Mr.Bedford’s) name, in requesting 
relief; and from thence he went teMr. Deykin, who re- 
fused to relieve him, as being only churchwarden, but 
advised him to go to Mr. Palmer, who gave him six 
shilling for two weeks pay. That on his next applica-~ 
tion he was again refused relief, and after waiting ten or 

twelve days, took his family a second time to Erdington 
workhouse; when he was told he could not be admitted 
without another note from the overseers; that he went 
from thence to Mr. Bedford’s, who was from home, and 

thence again fo Mr. Palmer’s, who also refused relief on 
account of his alleged rudeness to Mr. Moxham:—that 
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ne denies having ever used impertinent language to that 
sentieman, or any other person, unless the urgency of 
his applications for relief may be so considered ; and that 
he forthwith waited upon Mfr. Moxham, who appeared 
satisfied with the explanation that took place, advised him 
to take home his family, and promised that his case 
should be considered on the following Friday :—that he 
altended accordingly :—that Mr. Moxham was absent, 
but he (Plastens) received five shillings, and heard or- 
Jers given to the younger Brownell to get the matter set- 
iled at the Public Office on the succeeding Monday :— 
that Brownel! treated him with great civility, ailended at 
the Public Office on Monday morning, and requested 
him to come to his ( Grownell’s) house in the afternoon, 
when his examination was taken, and himself ordered to 
attend at the Public Office on Thursday, when the affair 
was avain postponed till the next week, at which time an 
erder of removal was signed by the magistrates. That 
he was directed by Brownell to be at home at ten o’clock 
on the-following morning, to accompany an officer te 
the house cf an overseer, as il would not be necessary 
tv goto the workhouse, or to be absent more than an 
hour; that after waiting till eleven o’clock the next day, 
he was obliged to leave home to attend a previous ap- 
pointment respecting a situation, and on his return ob- 
served his family and the younger Brownell waiting at 
the end of Stafford Street ;—who took him first to Mr. 
Woodburn’s, in the Bull-ring, and aflerwards to Mr. 
Planis, in New Street, overseers of the parish of Bir- 
mingham, when he left him not only without any inti- 
mation that he must not return to his house, but treat- 
ing him with the greatest civility and kindness, walking 
eillher at some distance before them,or on the opposite side 
of the strect to avoid altracting attention ,—That after 
receiving pay from the parish of Birmingham for about 
three weeks, he obtained a situation of 20s. per week, and 
immediately relinquished his pay, with thanks to the 
Overseers, who were so well pleased with his conduct as 
tomake him a present of ten or twelve shillings towards 
furnisting him with clothes suitable to his employment ° 
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that about three weeks aflerwards, winie engaged in his 
regular occupation in the P ablic Office, he was appre- 
hended by Browneli, without any prey jous intimation, 
and char; oa before the magistrates with having re sturned 
on his order to the parish of, Aston (from which in fact 
he had never removed), without a certificate :—that he 
informed the magistrates he was not a pauper, having 
relinquished his pay immediately on procuring em- 
ployment, ge vas then earning 20s. per week ;—not- 
withstanding dash, he was peremptorily committed to 
Warwick, and co awveyed thither the same day, without 
being allowed to communicate either with his family, or 
his employ er: to whom * addresscd a note, the delivery of 
which was promised, but which was r¢ cturned tohim by the 
officer who attended him whilst on his road to Warwick: 
that having entered on his employment directly after 
breakfast, he | had no means of procuring food until his 
arrival at Warwick, when he was told that the re; vulation 
of the prison would require him to wait tillnext morning : 
that he was confined in the Fiouse of Correction till the 
agnenee of the longest term of “Imprisonment a authorized 
Act of P arliament, in the case of returned paupers; 
a that in consequence of the said committal, his wife 
and family immediately became chargeable to the parish 
of Birmingham, and continues so to be to the present 
time. 
“M.D. Brownell, Drison-keeper of Deritend, and 
Standing Overseer of the parish of Aston, stated, that 
On the «pplication of Mir. iasians (at that time residing 
inthe parish of Aston) for relief, nis claims to a legal 
settlement was for some time disputed by the parishes 
Doth of Aston and Birmingham :—-that during the dis- 
cussion, consequent on this subject, considerable irrita- 
tion was occasionally excited, and ee language 
used by the said Wm, Plastans :—that he was neverthe- 
less relieved by the parish of Aston, but strongly re- 
commended by the said Brownell to terminate the dis- 
pute by removing his family to the parish of Birming- 
_ :-—and that amongst other inducements to this step, 
>, Brownell, informed Plastans, thatif he suffered him- 
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if to be removed by an order, his subsequent residence 
in Aston would render him Hable to imprisonment :— 
he, however, continued to reside in the parish of Aston, 
making repeated applications for relicf, and was eventu- 
ally removed by an order from the magistrates.—That 
in the course of five or six weeks afterwards, he, the 
said Brownell, acting in the name and on behalf of the 
Overseers of Aston, but on hisown suggestion and re- 
sponsibility, apprehended the said Plastans in the Public 
Office of Birmingham, charged him before the sitting 
magistrate with having returned on his order, without a 
cerlificate, and pressed his conviction :—that he recol- 
lects Plastans affirming that he had voluntarily relin- 
guished his pay, and was then carning £0s. per week, by 
which he was supporting his family :—that the sitting 
magistrate asked him (Brownell) if he pressed the con- 
viction of Plastans, and ox his (Brownell’s) replying in 
the affirmative, his committal followed asa matter of 
course, and that he was sent to the House of Correction 
at Warwick, accompanied by an ofiicer the same after- 
noon:—that he (Brownell) admitted the granting cer- 
tificates had been discontinued for many years, and that 
such discontinuance was notorious and general in other 
parishes, as weil as Birmingham and Aston:—that he 
had apprehended many others who had returned on 
their orders, but could not recollect the committal of an 
other person under similar circumstances :—that he had 
recently apprehended six or seven persons who had 
returned on orders, all of whom were discharged 
after a reprimand from the magistrates.—On his being 
asked the reason of the unusually sudden removal of 
Plastans to Warwick, he desired to be excused answer- 
ins the question; observing, that in his official capacity, 
ne was not at liberty todisclose the orders under which 
he acted. : 

* Your Committee in the next place respectfully re- 
juested the attendance of the Churciiwardens and Over- 
secrs OF Aston, who werein office al the period alluded 
o, al of whom, with the excepiion of one who is sinee 
lend. favored them wilh tieir attendance:—whena Mr 


—— 








Wee THER RLACK DWAR?. 


Deykin stated that Plastans’s behaviour had been very 
troublesome and impertinant ; insomuch that hethreaten- 
cd not merely to remove him by an order, but toim- 
prison fiim if he should af! erwards be found in the 
parish;—that cases of similar committal had frequently 
occurred:—and that the apprehension and conviction of 
Plastans had been in obedience to his own express di- 
rection. 

‘¢ Mr. Maxham also stated that Plastans used very un- 
vecoming and impertinent language to himself,—threat- 
ening in indecorous terms to compel the overseers to 
relieve him. 

¥. Messrs. Lanc,Palmer, and Perrins, had no complaint 
of Plastan’s conduct to offer on their own parts; and had 
a0 knowledgeof his committal till some time after it had 
taken place. 

“ Your Committee having considered the preceding 
statements, and finding that a heavy and continued ex-. 
pence had been entailed on the parish of Birmingham, 
by the enforcement of a conviction, which appeared to 
them unusually severe; but which the first named of the 
aforesaid gentlemen assured them had been of repeated 
occurrence, respecifully requested by a letter addressed 
to each, to furnish them with a reference to any cases of 
committal under similar circ umstances, which had oc- 
curred during the last seven years; but alihough these 
letters were sent in F ebruary, only one answer has yet 
oe en received, the writer of which (Mr. Palmer) states 
hat with the exception of the case of an unmarried 
woman Who was committed for returning in a state of 
pregnancy, on her vienna a distant parisi, after having 
at a former period incumbered the parish of Aston with 
an illegitimate child, he ts not aware of any similar oc- 
currence. 

“* It having been intimated to your Committee by one 
of its Members, that the evidence of the younger 
Brownell would be found important, the attendance of 
‘hat person was repeatedly, but unsuce essfully, requested, 

adatfenetih o ie'ter was sent from W. D. Brownell, 
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Your Committee thendeemed it expedient to commu- 
aieate with Jsaac Spooner, Esq. the committing Magis- 
trate, towhom they inclosed a copy of the Resolution by 
whieh they were appointed, and of their intended report 
as far as it has now been read, respegtfully requesting 
him to favour them with any observations thereon which 
he might think proper.—To this letter Mr. Spooner ree 
plied under the same date, but as the remarks of that 
gentleman were chiefly directed to an apparent contra- 
diction in the evidence of Plastans, occasioned solely by 
a verbal inaccuracy on the part of the clerk who tran- 
scribed the report, and were accompanied by an intima- 
tion that he (Mr. Spoouer) was not distinctly aware of 
the object of the Guardians and Overseers in addressing 
him on the subject—the Chairman of your Committee 
immediately wrote him a second time explaining and 
apologising for the incorrectness alluded to, and inform- 
ing him that the circumstances which induced the Guar- 
dians and Overseer to appoint the Committee, were, the 
unexplained fact of such unprecedented severity on the 
part of the Overseers of Aston ; the apparently unusual 
conviction of an individual who had truly declared him- 
iclf to be in a situation neither of pauperism, or vagrancy ; 
aud the singular circumstances by which this committee 
was said to be attended.—And respectfully proposing to 
Wait on liim personally at any time, or place he might 
se pleased to appoint.” 

To this Letter no answer has been received. 
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‘aeuw hearts, aad with the warmth of pure afieclion. “Thougis 
not the first of those who have hailed your lipcration from 
thraldom with congratulations; yet, be assured, they are second 
tonote in adberence to the free and virtuous principles, for the 
wvowal of which you have sustained an unjust, but not an ingles 
rious deprivation of liberty. If it be in the very essence of per- 
secuticn to multiply even the votaries of erre r, what must be its 
efiects wlien exerted against the doctrines of all-powerful trath ; 
[t isnot your enemies that have prevailed :—it is YOU that have 
“ fought the good fight,” and come off prot udly victorious. Not 
discouraged by the pe ‘tils which surrounded vou; you have again 
thiown the gauntlet of defiance in the very teeth of” despotism, 
and the s supporter s of tyranny, must either retire from tle con- 
flict, aghast and astounded, or submit to another still more ig- 
noble defeat. You have exhibited to the world the uncommon 
spectacle of rank, riches, and talent, combatting in defence of 
the people, and thousands of that people, in their admiration of 
the MAN, have been converted to the great principles by which 
you have been actuated. ‘Phe Radical Reformers of Manches- 
ter would feel themselves debased by using the language of 
flattery and adulation, fit only from end idolaters to their gol- 
den calf; but should indeed be guilty of ingratitude to one of 
Freedom's brightest champions, were they to abstain from tes- 
tifying their approbation and re = for the consistent conduct 
displayed by Str Charles Wolseley. Proceed then, great Sir, in 
the  nobie path which has hitherto marked your public career. 
You shai! never want support: the hearts and hands of a Lrave, 
and oppressed, and insulted poor, ure ready to espouse the 
gare sacred cause; and 6 vile oligars thy of boroughmongers 
shalf soon tind, that p: itriotism and cou rage Com bined, are on: 
Hipotentand invineible. 


JOHN KAY, ¢ Th ‘harman 
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